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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-472

Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Bowman at the request of the Tourist Development Council

Date of Introduction: July 24, 2018

Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F, R

Date of Analysis: July 26, 2018

Type of Action: Adoption of Tourist Development Council Grant Guidelines; Ordinance Code amendment

Bill Summary: The bill adopts the Tourist Development Grant Guidelines recommended by the Tourist Development Council (TDC) pursuant to Ordinance 2016-599-E.  The Grant Guidelines establishes three types of grants that may be awarded by the TDC:  1) marketing grants; 2) convention grants; and 3) special events grants.  The Grant Guidelines also establishes criteria, qualifiers and considerations/factors to be used by the TDC in evaluating applicable grant applications (except that the TDC may amend the qualifiers and consideration/factors without City Council approval); provides for TDC to establish additional rules regarding the grant application  process, including grant application forms, eligibility documents and contract forms; provides for ineligibility of entities to be awarded grant funding if the entity is non-compliant with a previous City agreement, is delinquent in taxes owes liens or other debts to the City.

The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 70 (Duval County Tourist Development Council) to incorporate new language regarding the Council approved Grant Guidelines and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute grant contracts approved by the TDC pursuant to the City Council-approved Grant Guidelines without the need for further council approval. 

The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 666 to reference the Council approved Grant Guidelines and adds an eighth component to the Tourist Development Plan (promotion of the Equestrian Center); removes language from the Code regarding convention grants and special events (e.g., minimum expected event attendance, room night production, and use of publicly-owned venues, etc.) that is now covered in the Grant Guidelines; and clarifies language in the Contingency Funds plan component that uses of funds shall be in accordance with Sec. 125.0104(5)(a), Florida Statutes. 

Background Information: The Tourist Development Council was charged under Ordinance 2016-599-E to make recommendations to the City Council regarding special events and convention grant guidelines and the feasibility of a grant application fee.  To assist the TDC in this charge, the TDC pursuant to Chapter 70, Ordinance Code, appointed an advisory committee to make recommendations to the TDC regarding grant guidelines and the feasibility of a grant application fee.  The committee made a number of suggestions, which the TDC has incorporated into a set of guidelines for its consideration of grant applications. The TDC recommends this bill to City Council for approval. 

Policy Impact Area: Tourism development 

Fiscal Impact: Establishes grant guidelines (e.g., criteria, scoring, etc.) for evaluating TDC grant applications.

Analyst: Clements
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